60                   THE   INDIAN   HERITAGE

and encourage a synthetic attitude of the mind. The world
was conceived as a unity of reality manifesting itseif in many
different appearances.^Religion was seen as a unity of truth
expressing itself in many different creeds. Both truth
and reality are therefore understood as manifestations of
the all-pervasive principle of unity in difference. This
tolerant, synthetic, and pervasive spirit of ancient Indian
thought, gave to its culture the resilience, toleration and
flexibility which has enabled it to permeate the entire mass
of the people and resist all attempts to break the continuity
and life of the ancient tradition./ i

The unity of outlook which expressed itself in political
institutions and economic organisations, in social habits
and ways of life, in language and literature, art and archi-
tecture and religion and philosophy, still survives. Indian
culture is thus from its earliest days the result of conflict
and synthesis and the assimilation of elements from different
sources into one common whole. How complete this process
of integration was is proved by the fact that the foundation
and framework of culture laid down by this early synthesis
has never changed. It has no doubt grown and taken up
within its orbit novel ingredients from novel sources.
In spite of modifications which must result from such in-
corporation, all development has been along the lines laid
down in the ages of the epics or perhaps still earlier]/All
other contemporary civilisations have disappeared and their
culture is 'a theme for legend and history. 'The scientific
and mechanical basis of Indian civilisation has also under-
gone a radical change, but the outlines of Indian culture
are still preserved. There can be no greater evidence of
the resilience and vitality of Indian culture than the fact
that its unity and continuity have never been sundered.